
 

 

Behaviour Support Policy 

Purpose 

Hawthorndene Primary School’s Behaviour Support Policy reflects our commitment to providing a 

safe, inclusive, and positive learning environment. It outlines our expectations for student 

behaviour, the support we provide, and how we work in partnership with families and the 

community. This policy aligns with the South Australian Department for Education Behaviour 

Support Policy (September 2022). 

Scope 

This policy applies to all students, staff, parents, and carers, and guides the strategies, responses, 

and supports used to ensure the safety and inclusion of every child and young person at our site. 

 

Guiding Principles 

• All children and young people have the right to a safe, supportive learning environment. 

• Behaviour occurs on a continuum, from positive and respectful, through to complex and 

unsafe. 

• Our responses are proactive, consistent, equitable, and tailored to the needs of each 

student. 

• Exclusionary responses (such as suspension or exclusion) are used only as a last resort. 

 

Behaviour Expectations 

Children and young people are expected to: 

• Treat others with respect and inclusiveness 

• Ensure their actions (in person and online) are safe and considerate of others 

• Seek adult support when they witness or experience behaviours of concern 

• Support their peers to behave safely and respectfully 

Parents and carers are expected to: 

• Report concerning or unsafe behaviours to their child’s teacher, Deputy Principal or Principal 

• Work collaboratively with the school to resolve any incidents or concerns 

• Promote, model, and encourage safe, respectful, and inclusive behaviours at home and at 

school 

• Supervise and support their child’s social interactions, including online 

• Understand that details about other students must remain confidential 



 

 

Staff are expected to: 

• Promote, model, and teach positive behaviour and school values 

• Explicitly teach, reinforce, and support behavioural expectations 

• Intervene early using the least exclusionary methods possible 

• Collaboratively work with parents, carers, and support services as needed 

• Respond to behaviours consistently, equitably and appropriately 

• Maintain thorough and confidential records of behaviour incidents and supports 

• Plan and implement strategies and interventions as required 

 

Key Actions 

Promote Positive Behaviour 

• Model and support productive and positive behaviour 

• Share clear and explicit behaviour expectations with children, families, and the community 

Teach Expected Behaviours 

• Directly teach self-awareness, self-management, and social skills 

• Maintain predictable routines, structures and positive reinforcement 

Intervene Early 

• Use proactive strategies to prevent, reduce, or redirect behaviours of concern 

• Use least exclusionary practices and support co-regulation 

• Provide safe spaces and calming opportunities when needed 

Partner and Collaborate 

• Work as a team with children, families, and relevant professionals 

• Seek student voice in developing supports and interventions 

• Involve parents/carers in behaviour support planning and review where appropriate 

Respond Appropriately 

• Respond visibly and fairly to incidents, with responses helping to build trust and confidence 

• Apply evidence-informed, equitable, and individualised behaviour responses 

• Make adjustments where required, especially for students with disability, children in care, or 

Aboriginal students 



 

 

Repair and Restore 

• Implement restorative approaches to repair harm and relationships caused by behaviours of 

concern 

Create Safety and Wellbeing 

• Ensure the safety and wellbeing of all students and staff during and after any incident 

• Follow up with appropriate risk reduction strategies as needed 

 

Behaviours of Concern 

Behaviours of concern: 

• Are challenging, complex, unsafe, or significantly interrupt learning or school safety 

• May happen more often, last longer, or be more serious in nature 

• Require consistent, planned guidance and support 

Responses always consider: 

• The needs and circumstances of the child or young person 

• The rights of others to safety and learning 

 

School Responses 

Educators: 

• Use quality differentiated teaching to cater for varying needs and styles 

• Create and review plans (e.g. Behaviour Support Plans, Safety and Risk Management Plans) 

in partnership with families 

• Offer opportunities for self-regulation and calming in line with student needs 

• Name, describe, and redirect behaviours, supporting students to learn preferred behaviours 

School Leaders: 

• Monitor behaviour and respond to all reports, including those impacting school relationships 

off-site or outside hours 

• Consider suspension/exclusion only after other steps have been exhausted and in line with 

department procedures 

• Report criminal offences to the police as required 

• Liaise with Education Directors and the Department regarding whole-site communication 

following serious incidents 



 

 

Department Support: 

• Access to Student Support Services and other specialised services as required for complex 

and ongoing cases 

• Negotiate alternative learning options if necessary to maintain safety while seeking long-

term solutions 

 

Documentation and Record Keeping 

• Significant incidents and planned behaviour supports must be documented using 

departmental systems and kept confidentially as part of the student’s record 

• Behaviour Support Plans are developed collaboratively and shared with families 

• Incident data is reviewed and analysed regularly to inform ongoing improvement 
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